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COMMODORE’S
REPORT

By TAMARA TATICH

Happy New Year and hold on tight, because 2020 is going
to be a“roaring” good year!

May | request a round of applause for Alex Gelman and
Peggy? Alex worked endless hours managing the club’s

business, and he has been a marvelous mentor for those
of us coming up in his footsteps.

This year’s theme blends the traditions cultivated over
the last 40 years with a “Vision for the Future” as we
welcome in a new decade. The mission for 2020 is to
offer our members a dynamic social experience through
excellent services and fun activities on land and water.
Port Captain, Nina McNeely, is taking the mission quite
literally by planning a calendar chock- full of fun, so plan
on being at the club a LOT! Everything is already on the
master calendar found on the dwyc.org website.

I'm so excited to work with this year’s officers, board of
directors and chairs! There are so many combined years
of experience among this talented team and everyone is
so willing, able and ready to do all that it takes to ensure
we all continue to enjoy our“best little yacht club on the
west coast.” Thank you to every person listed on the left
inside cover for coming forward and volunteering!

Please mark your calendar for the General Meeting on
Sunday, January 19.Come early for the Silver Stars Breakfast.
While there are no issues to vote on, it's a great time to hear
more about the “Vision for the Future’, meeting the new
Borad and mixed with mingling among good friends.

You should have received your invitation to the
Commodore’s Ball on January 25 at La Ventura Event
Center in San Clemente. | need to extend a grand note
of appreciation to Donna Grove, Nina McNeely and ML
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Buck for coming together on the coordination after the
sudden passing of our beloved Barbara Morand. Barbara'’s
fingerprints are still on all the plans, but they are joined
by these three that stood up to carry her torch.

Most everyone has had an opportunity to reserve their
cabin for the Commodore’s Cruise out of New Orleans
to the Western Caribbean. At this moment, there are 52
members going to the party! There’s room for more, but
I'm not sure for how long. We have pre-cruise fun being
planned, and cocktail parties while on the cruise. Visit
www.dwyc.org/2020-commodores-cruise for itinerary
and pricing.

Before | sign off, | appreciate all of you that take the time
to place a note in the suggestion box. We wrap up every
board meeting going through your comments, praise
and concerns. Keep ‘em coming, please! Cheers [[&>

VICE
COMMODORE’S
REPORT

By HYDEE RIGGS
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Happy New Year!!

| am looking forward to acting as your Vice Commodore
this year. Thank you for your confidence and support.

Some of my major duties for 2020 will include overseeing
Food and Beverage, Membership, Race and Regatta. | feel
fortunate for all of my trusted and capable committee
chairs who have agreed to help me this year.

Regarding membership, we are in the early stages of ideas
which will include some special events for our current
members and Open Houses to entice new members to
join our family. Please remember, if you happen to see a
new member in our club, please introduce yourself and
welcome them to our family.

As a reminder and in case you are not aware, in order
to assist our membership, DWYC has a suggestion box
located near the front door. All suggestions (which must

be signed by the member) are reviewed at the Board of
Directors'meeting and then processed by the appropriate
officer or committee. So, if you have any compliments or
suggestions, we would love to hear from you!

Thank you again to our committee chairs, committee
members and volunteers for your time and dedication.
Our club cannot run without help, so please, if you have

the time and inclination, come join a committee or help
as you are able. [2>



NEW MEMBERS WHITE

Please note that pictured new members may

have been approved at a prior Board of Director’s MEDICARE CHOICES GOT YOU SPINNING ?

meeting but due to deadlines of this publication

may not be acknowledged nor their photographs " . ” .
printed here until the following months. Letus help you na‘"gate the available

options and identify the best plan for YOU.
Open Enrollment: Oct 15th-Dec 7th

The By-Laws require that new applicants for membership

be posted on the Bulletin Board for twenty one (21) days. Let’s review your current
Any regular member may place an objection against an plan to help you find
applicant by submitting the objection in writing to the additional benefits
Board of Directors prior to the next Board meeting. We love what

' we do and...
New members or applicants are posted. we do it for

NEW MEMBERS: YO U !

Dana West Yacht Club operates as a private, non-profit club.
In compliance with the California State Liquor Laws, we must

have an Officer of the Day at the door, and all guests of DWYC YOUR INDEPENDENT INSURANCE BROKERS

members must be signed in by the member with our “Swipeon”

system before entrance. All visiting yacht club members must Susan & RI Char d Whl te We’re DWYC

present verification, sign in with “Swipeon” and must wear a (949) 303-6783 (949) 392-0579 Members and
guest badge, printed by the “Swipeon” system. The OD must Email: srwhite8686@gmail.com We Make Boat

verify individuals, by requesting them to present their card. . or House Calls!
Most members have their cards ready as they enter. CA Lic. #0178297 | #0G87086

Camino Import Auto Service as

MERCEDES - BMW - VOLVO SERVICE & REPAIR SPECIALISTS B

EXCELLENCE

Looking for a Reliable and Honest Auto Repair Shop? Look no further!

Save on all your maintenance.  * Factory-trained Technicians DWYC Members

We'll beat your dealer’s prices.  + The most up-to-date diagnostic equipment Suve 100/0

Give us a call. We do it all. + Our business ethics are unsurpassed (Up to a $100 savings)

. + We can service your vehicle under the original Must be the primary and
And, check our reviews on factory or an extended dealer warranty and a current DWYC member.

Yelp and Google Places. the warranty will remain in force.

949-661 -3522 26081-F Avenida Aeropuerto, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
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REAR
COMMODORE’S
REPORT

By MOLLY DEARING

FLEET LOG

By RICH BLANCO

Happy New Year! | hope that you had a wonderful holiday
season, and | wish you and yours a prosperous new year.
Iam very much looking forward to being Rear Commodore
this year. As you probably know, one of the main
responsibilities off R/C is the Ship’s Store. Thank you to
Vice Commodore, Hydee Riggs, for her help transitioning
the tasks, and for bringing in so many great items last
year! | plan to continue carrying much of the wonderful
merchandise she brought to us, such as Reyn Spooner
shirts, Tommy Bahama clothing, the Aloha bag collection
and Yeti tumblers and coolers (did you know that the Ship’s
Store sells Yeti at a great price?!?!?!). | am excited to work on
some newly designed graphics for t-shirts and sweatshirts
and am looking at bringing in a new vendor or two. | would
love to hear your ideas on items which you think would be
great additions to the store. | will make sure to announce
new additions in the weekly e-blast.

This year, the Junior Sailing President will report to the
Rear Commodore. They will soon be rolling out their
2020 goals and fundraising plans. | am looking forward
to helping to facilitate a wonderful partnership with
President, Mark Williams, and the DWYS Foundation.

| will have more to share next month as | get settled into
the store and into the rear commodore groove. As always,
if you have any questions or comments or even just want
to say “hi," please find me at the club, send me an email,
or give me a call.

Cheers to a marvelous 2020! [2>

| want to introduce myself as the new Fleet Captain for
2020. I've been a member of DWYC for the past three
years and appreciate the camaraderie and inclusion this
club provides.

My wife, Karen and | moved full time to San Clemente
four years ago and decided that living so close to the
water, we needed to get a boat that would be ocean
ready. Once we bought our boat, “At Last’, we wanted to
join a Yacht Club so we could meet people with the same
interests. After checking out a couple of clubs, of course
DWYC was our number one choice.

We've enjoyed fleet excursions over the past couple of years
and have made great friends attending these fun events.

I've successfully run my business, RMB Printing &
Promotions, for the past 20 years. The previous 20 years, |
worked and retired as General Manager of the Commercial
Printing Division that | established at the OC Register.

As everything seems to run in 20-year increments: Karen
and | celebrated our 20-year wedding renewal this past
year, | look forward to some grand times as the Fleet
Captain this year. And, we are looking at belonging to
this best little yacht club for 20 years!

Join us for the Kickoff meeting on Wednesday,
January 22nd @ 6:30 pm at DWYC. We have some
great excursions planned for 2020 but welcome any
and all ideas. Please contact me at fleet@dwyc.org or
949.939.6154 with questions. 2>

THE SOTO COMPANY

JOE SOTO
CERTIFIED ARBORIST

Arborist # W.C. 1213
Office: (949) 493-9403
Fax: (949) 493-6265

CA Lic. #271791
34275 Camino Capistrano
Capistrano Beach, CA 92624

SAVE THE DATE! (See articles for event details)

Port 1/1/20 New Year’s Day PJ Brunch

Port 1/11/20 Karaoke Party

Islanders 1/18/20 Islanders’ Installation Luncheon
Race 1/18/20 Rookie Regatta

Silver Stars ~ 1/19/20 Silver Stars Breakfast

Board 1/19/20 General Membership Meeting
Fleet 1/22/20 Fleet Kick-off

Board 1/25/20 Commaodore’s Ball (see pg. 2)
Fleet 1/31-2/3/20  Landlubber - Buelton

Port 2/2/20 Super Bowl Party

BNG 2/4/20 BNG Meeting
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SAILING
FOR LIFE

By MARY STRAZZULLA

Welcome to the 23rd annual Charity Regatta Committee
“Sailing for Life” News!

This column will be your place to find out the latest
information about the regatta and the exciting events
that are planned for the coming year!

We had a very successful turnout for our pre-event kick-
off on December 1, 2019. Over 50 of our members and
guests assembled at the statue across the street and

“Turned Our Backs on Cancer’, wearing our favorite
Tommy Bahama shirts. We have sent the photo, (by Phil

Bellafaire) along with a letter and sponsor packet, to the
corporate offices of Tommy Bahama. We hope they will
become a sponsor for the regatta. We'll let you know!

In the meantime, we are looking for sponsors, large and
small! You may write a check to American Cancer Society,
donate time at your vacation home, bring a basket for
the April Silent Auction, volunteer your time or just come
spend your money on the items for this worthy cause!

Let me introduce your regatta committee:

Co-Chairs: Helen Hawkins & Pamela Northcott
Graphics and Design: George Bloomfield
Live Auction: Leigh Ann Pack

Silent Auction:
PR and Finance:

Kathy Belanger
Mary Strazzulla

Clothing: Helen Hawkins

Wine Tasting: Alex Gelman and Pam Northcott
Race Committee: Michael Tatich and Rod Woods
Poker Run: Beni and Dave Helton

Remember the regatta name is “Sailing for Life". Not only

is sailing a way of life for us, but we sail to save the lives
of others. [2>
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Welcome to 2020! It’s going to be a Roaring Good Time!

January is off to a great start! By the time you read this,
we will have enjoyed a wonderful New Years' Eve Party
and the recovery Pajama Party on New Years' Day! In the
February issue we will share pictures from both.

On the evening of January 11th, we are bringing back
our favorite karaoke DJ, Adam Sokool! If you have never
sung with Adam, or even sung karaoke at all, come on out
and strut your stuffl Adam has an exhaustive selection
of songs. Gone are the days of pawing through books
searching for the right song number to submit — just walk
up to the DJ table and ask Adam for a tune. If he doesn't
have it (which is rare), he can suggest something similar.
Bring your friends, bring boat neighbors, bring singers!

Super Bowl Sunday is February 2nd! Super Bowl Sunday
has become a tradition at Dana West. Come dressed in
your finest team gear (actual participating teams not
necessary - for you Dolphins’fans) and root for whichever
team will help you win the club football pool!

If you have a great eye and a digital camera, port events
want you! We need people to take pictures at events,
so the burden is not on a single member throughout
the year. If this is something for which you would like to
volunteer, please email me and let me know and | can
give you the specifics of what resolution is needed so
your pictures can appear in the Lines & Bits.

Please keep an eye on the weekly email blasts so you will
be up to date on all that is going on at the club! There
will be updates throughout the month about upcoming
events. If you need to be added to the email blast list,
contact the office.

Finally, | want to take a moment to thank Jan Casteel for
serving as DWYC'’s Port Captain for a record three years!
Jan’s hard work and her constant smile are a source of
inspiration. She has led many, many memorable events
and | know we are all grateful to her for her dedication
to the position. When you see her and Danny at the club,
please extend your thanks for a job very well done!

See you at the club! [2>
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Ahoy all you sailors! Have you ever considered racing?
Perhaps you've been crewing and want to give the helm a
try? The Rookie Regatta is calling your name!

This is an annual regatta that is low-pressure and all about
learning how to start a race, round the marks and read the
course along with other new skippers. It's all about mixing
fun with a little friendly competition. Mark your calendar
for Saturday, January 18th and go to the race board on the
ocean-side of the fireplace or the race webpage at dwyc.
org for the Notice of Race and other details.

The annual SCYA Midwinters is coming up in February,
and is divided into two weekends: Non-Spin hosted by
DWYC, Saturday and Sunday, February 8 & 9; and PHRF
hosted by DPYC, Saturday and Sunday, February 15 & 16.

Both weekends are great opportunities to race in both
windward-leeward courses (PHRF), and random leg (Non-
Spin). There are lots of trophies given for each class after
both events, as well as perpetual awards that remain with
the yacht club. Bragging rights go home with the trophies.

Hope to see you at the start line! [[2>

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Rookie Regatta - January 18th

33027'56 N LATITUDE - 117° 42".01 LONGITUDE
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By NANCY MAY

Happy 2020! | am excited to be your Islander President
for this New Year and congratulations to the new
enthusiastic Islander Board!

A big thank you and appreciation to last year’s President,
Diane Hooper, for a most successful year of fund raising
and fun activities! You were such a guiding hand!
Thank you too, to Mindy Sicard, for your continued
support above and beyond! You are so appreciated!
Remember, if you are a female member of DWYC, you
are automatically an Islander and your support, ideas
and participation are encouraged and very welcome!

Our annual December gift exchange was December 7th
and 50 ladies sipped champagne, dined on delicious food
and chose and exchanged presents in what is always an
energetic, festive and laughter filled afternoon! Thanks so
much to Joel and staff and bartender, Garrett, for helping
make our time such a fun success!

11

Thank you to all who supported our December See’s
candy fundraiser by purchasing candy! We Islanders
not only do fundraising for our DWYC, but also love to
support our military, this year donating 50 boxes of See's
candy for the Marine’s Christmas goody bags!

Sign up for our Islander Installation Brunch on Saturday,
January 18th, from 11-1:00, at the club. Always a fun and
well attended event to socialize with all the ladies! (Sign-
up sheet should be at table by front door.) NOTE: We are
reinstating our former policy of pre paid reservations only.

A check (payable to DWYC Islanders) or $25 cash can be
deposited in the Islander’s box near the back door. **No
payments accepted at door on day of the event.

We have fun plans ahead with the ever popular Blackjack
in February and new member Buncos on the 4th Tuesday
of most months!

Cheers for a very Happy New Year! 2>
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By KEVIN RIGGS

As we bring 2019 to a wrap, we would like to thank all
those who participated in the Seamen events.

We've already begun planning for 2020. Keep a look
out for future Seamen tasting events, Seamen poker
tournaments and our second annual Seamen Duck Race.

We are also looking at planning a fun event for our Fleet
raft up and possibly a Seamen chili cook off. We are also
looking at planning an event with the Rodbusters to
help everyone blow the dust off their fishing gear and
start fishing.

We did have some tragic news in the Duck Racing
offseason. Junk In The Trunk was racing at Santa Anita
and broke a wing and we had to put her down. We had
also scheduled a speaking engagement for Long Duck
Dong in China Town, but later realized it was the same
weekend as the Peking Duck cook off. Long Duck Dong
has not been seen since, but we have posted a reward
and are hopeful. In the meantime, we have been looking
tirelessly for replacements so they will be ready for the
Seamen Duck Races.

As a reminder, the Seamen meet at 6pm on the 3rd
Tuesday of each month before the monthly board
meeting. Anyone looking to get involved or if you have
any great ideas for events feel free to attend. 2
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HEALTH
& HAPPINESS

By CHERYL KELLY

BUSINESS
NETWORK
GROUP

By PATRICIA CHIKU

Happy New Year one and all - here’s hoping the new
decade brings us more happiness and good health!

Ron and Cindy Latin are continuing their sailing
adventures on the east coast aboard their Beneteau
46, Fantasea. They began their cruise last February
and you can follow along by visiting their website,
ronandcindyodyssea.com.

Roger and Cindy Salway, Jim and Kathy Ferguson, Roger
and Carolyn Williams and Sherine Smith spent three
weeks touring Vietnam, Cambodia and Thailand. Cindy
reports it was a great trip and the people were warm
and friendly.

Get well wishes ago out to Ernie Echevarria, who is
battling bladder cancer, according to his wife, Suzanne.
He is facing additional surgeries, so please keep him and
Suzanne in your thoughts.

We learned the sad news that longtime member,
Barbara Morand, passed away in December. Barbara
and her late husband, Vaughn, joined the club in
1993. During that time, Barbara served as president of
Islanders and lent her creativity to countless opening
days, commodore’s balls and parties. Vaughn was
commodore in 2007 and their boat, Miracle, served
as the review boat for many opening day parades.
The family is planning a memorial at the club, so
details will be announced once plans are finalized. Our
condolences to her family and many friends.

Finally, this will be my last Health and Happiness
column for Lines and Bits. | am passing the torch to
Cindy Salway. It's been fun writing this column for the
past two years and | know Cindy will do a great job
keeping us all informed! Feel free to contact her at the
email and/or the phone number listed on page two or

stop her at the club with Health & Happiness news of
our members. [2>
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Join our next February 4th, 2020 meeting to kick start the
New Year. New and exciting changes are coming up in
2020 to boost the tremendous growth achieved so far.
Happy New Year! [2>

Ray Bell, DWYC Dock Master
[
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Dana West Yacht Club

24601 Dana Drive
Dana Point, CA 92629
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