
133º 27’.56 N LATITUDE • 117º 42”.01 LONGITUDE

May 2020



1 DANA WEST YACHT CLUB

Dana West Yacht Club 
2020

 
 

We all have more time on our hands than usual. Like me, 
you probably pay more attention to the smaller things. 
I mentioned silver linings a few times in my recent 
writings. Most of us have our list going, which also keeps 
us focused positively. We aren’t as consumed with it’s 
time for a pedicure or hair cut, or our quest for the perfect 
pair of jeans. While I’m patiently perched in a place to just 
“be,” I’m grateful for my health, my family and friends and 
technology. Could you imagine experiencing the last 
pandemic in 1918 without it?

I’m forming a group of members assigned with visualizing 
what DWYC will evolve toward when we re-open for 
business. We don’t have a date as of today, but we know 
that there is a push to phase in opening businesses. 
Restaurants are in the second phase, but we aren’t 
sure what stipulations will be imposed. There’s not a 
precedence to call upon, so I’m also having conversations 
with other commodores in SCYA clubs to learn what 
they’re doing to navigate this challenge. I just want you to 
know that we’re not going to just open the doors without 
a thoughtful plan focused on member health and safety.

Last month, Member Services made calls to each of 
you just to see how things are going or if you needed 
assistance our volunteers could facilitate. I’ve also had 
the pleasure of a weeky “check-in” with our employees. 
As of this writing, I am happy to report that they are all 
healthy and safely remaining home with just the basic 
necessary errands. Many are using online shopping for 
a weekly meal plan. Most of us are Skyping, Zooming or 
using another video chat and Facebook to stay socially 
connected. Our Friday Happy Hours are well attended, 
and it’s easy to join us on Zoom every week at 5pm. 
There’s a link in the weekly eblast and on Facebook.

Singing “Anticipation” 
because yes. . . DWYC 
is well worth the wait.

I checked the infamous “Suggestion Box” this week, and 
as suspected…empty. But, I value your opinions and 
suggestions tremendously! Please share via email, and I’ll 
read it in our upcoming board meeting to the team.  

COMMODORE’S
REPORT
By TAMARA TATICH
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In closing, my heartfelt thank you to all our members! 
We’re going through this together and our club could 
not survive this closure without your continued support. 
The members’dues are keeping our monthly bills paid. It 
won’t be much longer until we can return to a fabulous 
atmosphere with exceptional cuisine and our preferred 
beverage of choice served up by our favorite mixologist…
at a fraction of the costs anywhere else this side of the 
Mississippi. I’m singing “Anticipation” as I wrap this up, 
because yes…DWYC is well worth the wait.  

IMPORTANT NOTE: If you didn’t get a phone call or a 
voicemail message – we don’t have an updated number 
for you. There were several disconnected and wrong 
numbers, so please call or email the office to update your 
contact number.

You and all the family are in my thoughts, heart and 
prayers. Cheers,                                                         

VICE   
COMMODORE’S
REPORT
By HYDEE RIGGS

Greetings, friends!!! I miss seeing you at the club and 
around the Harbor, but everything will be okay and we 
will all be back together in no time!

Although the club is closed, your officers and directors 
continue to work behind the scenes to keep things going. 
I do want to highlight that our Commodore Tamara Tatich 
has spent countless hours on everything that she can do 
to make our club a better place for members while we 
are under these restrictions. I want to thank her, and all 
the other officers, directors, committees and volunteers 
for helping out during this time. It is so important that we 
continue to maintain our club and membership so that it 
will be ready when we reopen!

Thank you also to our Rear Commodore Molly Dearing 
and the special Member Services Committee for being 
available for assistance to our members. Remember, if 
you need anything, feel free to contact memberservices@
dwyc.org. 

While we held off last month, we are moving forward with 
new memberships that are pending or ready for posting.  
Thus, the following new members were approved as 
members at the April Board of Directors meeting:  

NEW MEMBERS
BOAT OWNERS
Mark Jensen, Dana Point – 22’ foot Grady White		  
William & Kristi Knoke, San Juan Capistrano – 30’ Catalina	
William & Pamela Horner, San Clemente – 30’ Legacy	  
Dan & Claudia Keller, Dana Point – 30’ Seaswirl Striper	
Tracy & Charles Kelly, Aliso Viejo – 19‘ Bayliner		
Lloyd Chase & Janice Badgley, Laguna Woods – 30’ Catalina	
Kevin & Kristen Laidlaw, San Clemente – 
		  34’ Californian/Marshall

NON-BOAT OWNERS
Glen & Tracy Dimino, San Diego 
Candice Burroughs, San Juan Capistrano
Michael & Jody Bahr, San Clemente

We have also posted the following applicant for approval 
at the May board meeting:

Sharon Hodson – Non-Boat Owner - Dana Point
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The By-Laws require that new applicants for membership 
be posted on the Bulletin Board for twenty one (21) days. 
Any regular member may place an objection against an 
applicant by submitting the objection in writing to the 
Board of Directors prior to the next Board meeting. 

Applicant and member postings are pending.
Dana West Yacht Club operates as a private, non-profit club.  
In compliance with the California State Liquor Laws, we 
must have an Officer of the Day at the door, and all guests 
of DWYC members must be signed in by the member with 
our “Swipeon” system before entrance. All visiting yacht club 
members must present verification, sign in with “Swipeon” 
and must wear a guest badge, printed by the “Swipeon” 
system.  The OD must verify individuals, by requesting them 
to present their card.  Most members have their cards ready 
as they enter.  

Once we open our doors back up, please reach out and 
say hello, get to know these new members them and 
embrace them into our family. It is sometimes difficult to 
be the new kid in town, so let’s show why we are the “Best 
Little Yacht Club on the West Coast”. 
 
I hope all of our members are safe and healthy during 
this pandemic. Please reach out should you need any 
assistance or just to say hi!!!  

NEW MEMBERS
 Please note that pictured new members may 
have been approved at a prior Board of Director’s 
meeting but due to deadlines of this publication 
may not be acknowledged nor their photographs 
printed here until the following months.

Candice Burroughs

Dan & Claudia Keller

Kevin & Kristen (not pictured) Laidlaw

Lloyd Chace & Janice Badgely

William & Pamela Horner

Jody & Michael Bahr

Mark Jensen

Tracy & Glen Dimino

Tracy and Charles Kelly

William & Kristi Knoke
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REAR
COMMODORE’S
REPORT
By MOLLY DEARING

Wow! I miss you all and being at the club, but I hope that 
everyone is staying safe and healthy at home. I also want 
to thank those of you who are essential and may still be 
out on the front lines helping us all get thru this crazy time.

Just a reminder that the DWYC Member Services 
Committee is here for you if you need us. We have 
assembled a wonderful group of volunteers who are 
available to support our fellow members who may be 
isolated at home due to being ill or high risk. We are 
available for grocery or prescription runs, to deliver a 
takeout meal or just a friendly check-in conversation. I also 
wanted to let you all know that we have a member who is a 
Clinical Nurse Supervisor at Saddleback Memorial. He has 
kindly offered to give us information on medical questions 
that you may have. If you have questions for him, please 
direct them to me and I will get you in touch. Please let me 
know if we can help you! I can be reached via phone call or 
text (949.842.4928) or email (memberservices@dwyc.org).

On a more fun note, we have started an online Monday 
night game night, via Zoom. Please keep your eyes out for 
the weekly announcement on the “Dana West Yacht Club” 
Facebook page. The link to the “meeting” can also be found 
in the weekly email blast, at http://www.dwyc.org/staying-
connected, or please email or text me and I’ll add you to 
the game info email that I send out weekly. The game is 
likely to be different every week. So far, we have had fun 
playing Bingo and the “DWYC Match Game.”  Please join us, 
the more the merrier and it is fun to “hang out” with your 
yacht club friends while stuck at home.  

While the Ship Store hasn’t been much of a priority this last 
month, I am very excited to get the store back open. I have 
some cute new women’s “trucker” hats which arrived right 
before we self-quarantined, and I have the Reyn Spooner 
Summer and Catalina shirts on order for when we reopen. 
Also, just a reminder that if you had pre-ordered an item 
before we closed, I haven’t forgotten about it and will be 
sure to contact you once we are back in business and the 
item is delivered to the club.

Please continue to take care of yourselves and your families 
and please feel free to reach out to me if I can be of any 
assistance at all!   

PORT REPORT
By NINA McNEELY 

When I wrote my article for the April Lines&Bits issue, I 
would never have predicted that the club building would 
be closed this many weeks. But our yacht club is not just 
a building – it is our members who make up our club 
and I want to give credit to our leadership for keeping us 
connected! I encourage you to make sure you are getting 
Tamara’s informative weekly emails. Join the Facebook 
group to see what other members are up to – people are 
posting some funny stuff! Hop on Zoom and get in on the 
Monday game night! Pop on the Zoom link Fridays for 

Happy Hour from 5:00 – 7:00 pm! You don’t have to stay 
the whole time, just get online and let everyone know 
how you are doing. If you are having technical difficulties, 
contact Member Services and see if someone can help. 

We also have a weekly Book Club! So far, we have read 
“Where the Crawdads Sing” by Delia Owens (a personal 
favorite of mine), “The Bookish Life of Nina Hill” by Abbi 
Waxman, and “When We Believed in Mermaids” by Barbara 
O’Neal. There’s always room for more people to join in on 
the discussion on Thursday nights! Please e-mail your book 
recommendation, to me at port@dwyc.org. 

Finally, I have some great news to share! The DWYC entry in 
the Festival of Whales parade won the Mayor’s Award – Best 
Display of Parade Theme! I can’t thank all of our volunteers 
enough! We’ll be receiving a plaque from the City of Dana 
Point for the club when social distancing measures are 
relaxed. I’m going to celebrate this achievement with every 
one of you! Please be thinking about next years’ entry!

Soon we’ll be together again in person. In the meantime, 
let’s stay together digitally! We’re going to weather this 
storm together and be stronger in the calm afterward. 
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FLEET LOG
By RICH BLANCO

Greetings DWYC Members.

With the COVID-19 virus regulations forcing us to close 
the club and postponing some of our scheduled cruises, 
there is not much going on regarding excursions. I am 
communicating with other yacht clubs to see how they 
are doing.

We are hopeful the quarantine ends soon so we can get 
on to our cruises. In the meantime, I wanted to share 
some photos from past cruises. 

FLEET    Flashback
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RACE
By ROD WOODS & 
    MICHAEL TATICH

WOW!  Four months into the sailing season and no DWYC 
races scheduled at this time.

If we’re lucky, we might get a Harvest Moon race on Friday, 
October 2. Maybe we can combine the Jack and Jill, Friday 
Summer Fun and Harvest Moon all on the same date.

Committee Boat Jackie: I installed a new anchor, 125 feet 
of chain and 40 feet of 3-strand twisted 1/2-inch nylon. 
New parts for the Lewmar windlass should arrive any day.
Next up:  Repair the boat cover. Stay safe … 

CASUAL RACING OPPORTUNITY

Invitation to all DWYC sailors to join Farkles Races on 
Thursday afternoons at 2 pm. Crews are two-handed, 
single-handed or families. This is a casual race with a 
no-pole rule. The “reverse” start sequence is broadcast 
over VHF Channel 68. Higher PHRF rating start first, but 
you do not need a current certificate. The start line is at 
the green entrance buoy and the finish line is the red 
entrance buoy. Get out, go sailing and have a great day!
 
Any questions, on these races, please email Sue Griesbach 
at sue.griesbach@gmail.com.   

SAVE THE DATE!  (See articles for event details)
All dates are tentative. Check for latest in email blasts!

Port	 5/1/2020	 ZOOM Happy Hour 5-7

Rear	 5/4/2020	 ZOOM Game Night 6-8

Port	 5/7/2020	 ZOOM Book Club - 6-8

Port	 5/8/2020	 ZOOM Happy Hour 5-7

Rear	 5/11/2020	 ZOOM Game Night 6-8

Port	 5/14/2020	 ZOOM Book Club - 6-8

Port	 5/15/2020	 ZOOM Happy Hour 5-7

Rear	 5/18/2020	 ZOOM Game Night 6-8

Port	 5/21/2020	 ZOOM Book Club - 6-8

Port	 5/22/2020	 ZOOM Happy Hour 5-7

Rear	 5/25/2020	 ZOOM Game Night 6-8

Port	 5/28/2020	 ZOOM Book Club - 6-8

Port	 5/29/2020	 ZOOM Happy Hour 5-7

FLEET    Flashback
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The Charity Regatta and all related events have been 
postponed until further notice. We are hopeful that 
we will soon be back enjoying the Club and that our 
fundraising events will be back on track. 

American Cancer Society still needs our support to 
continue their efforts. If you are so inclined, you may 
still donate via the DWYC Team Fabulous found on 
our DWYC homepage under regatta. All money goes 
directly to American Cancer Society with donation 
credit given to DWYC. 

Stay well. With champagne and chocolate dreams, we 
hope to see you soon! 

With virtual socializing being the new norm, the question 
was asked of DWYC Members to share something about 
themselves that we might not know about them. Of 
course, the responses were loads of fun!

DAN RODOWICZ I was the organist for the Oakland A’s 
for 3 seasons. My nickname was “Fingers”.

KELLY BUSH BARRETT I used to deflate fish for a living 
when I worked for Shimano.

MAGGIE BELL How (& why) does one deflate a fish?

KELLY BUSH BARRETT When small or large mouth 
bass are caught during a fishing tournament their swim 
bladders inflate. When they are pulled from especially 
deep water this happens even more. So tournaments 

SAILING 
FOR LIFE 
By MARY STRAZZULLA 

SOCIAL
MEDIA 
By MEMBERS ON LINE 

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai

continued pg. 10
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JUNIOR’S
CORNER
By DAWN RASMUSSEN

Since the April Lines&Bits, much has changed and I am 
sure by the time you see this article, more things will 
have changed further! COVID-19 is an ever-evolving 
situation. We will flex our plans accordingly and keep 
you up to date in the weekly News Blasts that Tamara is 
sending out. We have also re-engaged on Facebook and 
Instagram. Please follow us!
  
Facebook:  
	 Dana West Youth Sailing – DWYC Juniors 
	 @danawestjuniors 
Instagram: 
	 Dana West Youth Sailing (DWYC) @dwycjrs 

As you may know the Tin Cup Golf Tournament is our 
#1 fundraiser and as of right now, it has been moved to 
Wednesday, September 9th. FUNdraising and member 
support are the life blood of the DWYC Juniors program. 
In order to achieve our goals, we need to have a strong 
program financially, so we are working on several 
events and initiatives later in the year to help us raise 
money in 2020. However (and we understand this may 
be a difficult time), if you have the ability, we ask that if 
you were planning to donate to the Juniors, we would 
appreciate if you could do so directly and now. It would 
be incredibly helpful.

As of this day (late April), we are still planning on hosting 
summer sailing camps on the same dates we had listed 
below. However, again, this will be determined by 
government guidelines for return to normal, as well as 
dependent on us figuring out how to approach social 
distancing measures. As a reminder, the camps are open 
to all children ages 8-18 (whether club members or not). 
Camp is held from 9:00am to 5:00pm Monday through 
Friday. Lunch is provided on Fridays. The cost is $450 per 
session. The dates for this year’s sessions are:

	 Session 1:  June 15th – June 26th 

	 Session 2:  June 29th – July 10th

	 Session 3:  July 13th – July 24th

In one of our recent newsblasts, we shared how you 
can support the Juniors while sitting at home and 
purchasing on Amazon Smile. It’s a slightly different 

process than just ordering on Amazon, as you order on 
the web from a computer and not the Amazon App. The 
site donates 0.05% of your purchase to our program.  Log 
In to the website:  https://Smile.amazon.com, follow the 
instructions and search for Dana West Youth Sailing Inc. 
If you are searching by category, it’s under Swimming, 
Water Recreation.  

Finally, this is going to be a difficult year for all of us and 
it has and will impact our plans and programs. However, 
we are hoping that, through your continued support, we 
can make it through this time and develop a stronger 
and more meaningful program. This is a very important 
program for the club and kids, a.k.a. our future boaters, 
so thank you! 
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HEALTH 
& HAPPINESS
By CINDY SALWAY

As I write this column, it has been five weeks of self-
isolation. There is sadness and grief for so many. The pain 
of loss of family, friends and income is very real. On another 
note, I am in awe of the kindness, dedication, resilience and 
creativity of so many. Our club is a fantastic example of the 
positives. Whether it is the phone tree calling to check in 
with members, the Zoom Happy Hour meetings on Friday 
nights, the online game nights and entertainment, the 
many social media messages…all of these have kept us 
connected during a very unconnected time.

Ron and Cindy Latin arrived home from their year-long 
sailing adventure of a lifetime in March. They began 
their trip back on February 20th, 2019, on their 46-foot 
Beneteau which they had purchased in Miami. After 
ensuring the boat was shipshape and well provisioned, 
they headed out. A large part of their adventure took 
place on the Intracoastal Waterway (ICW), along the 
Atlantic coast of the USA all the way to Boston and back 
to Fort Lauderdale plus a trip to the Bahamas. During 
their adventure, they saw many amazing historical sites, 
enjoyed making new friends, met up with old friends, and 
spent time with their children and grandchildren. You can 
read their blog at www.ronandcindyodyssea.com. It’s a 
lovely journal of the trip with beautiful photos. Welcome 
Home Cindy and Ron! 

Barb and Dell de Fabry arrived home on April 8th, a bit 
earlier than they had originally planned. All but essential 
services were closed in Puerto Vallarta just as it has been 
for so many worldwide. They had a wonderful time since 
last fall while in Puerto Vallarta and surrounding area, 
but it was time to make their way home. Welcome back 
Barb & Dell!

Diane Riley spent some time in the hospital recently but 
is home now. We send her wishes that she will continue 
to feel better every day.

Robyn Carpenter’s father passed away in early April. We 
send our deepest sympathy to Robyn and her family at 
this sad time.

If you have news of happiness or health you’d like to share 
in this column, please email me at Happiness@dwyc.org 
or send me a text at 949-632-0807. “Just Think of DWYC 
and Smile!”  

This month, I am writing a small article with a huge thank 
you to Mindy Sicard for selling over $1000 worth of our 
See’s candy the week before Easter. Driving up to her 
house in our cars with dollars in our trunks, she, masked 

and cautious, safely took the money and left the candy 
in its’ place. Thank you so much Mindy! And thank you to 
those who bought to help Islanders help the club.

As we head into May, perhaps you too have had jig saw 
puzzles overtaking your dining room table, 15 odd Amazon 
orders delivered, found new ways to exercise, made Joel’s 
delicious meat loaf, talked to distant friends, experienced 
travel through webinars, have closets and cupboards 
‘Marie Kondo’ organized, Zoom cocktailed on Friday nights 
with DWYC, played Monday night games with Matt and 
Molly, book clubbed on Thursday with Nina and binge 
watched Tiger King with the rest of the country! 

Above all, continue to be safe, be well and keep smiling 
until we see you all back at the club hopefully soon! 

ISLANDER’S
UPDATE
By NANCY MAY
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BUSINESS
NETWORK
GROUP
By PATRICIA CHIKU

BNG in action! We received our Sanitizer Shipment today. 
Thank You so much Mark and Carmen Williams (DWYC 
Members). You have make it possible for our team of 

Nurses at Healthy at Home to continue fighting against 
COVID-19 on the frontlines. We have struggled to get PPE 
and this is going to protect those who are vulnerable, 
including frail seniors and the disabled that we help in 
their homes. This will go a long way. 

used to drop all the fish from a tournament right into the 
bay where the tournament was held. The fish with the 
over inflated swim bladders would all die. So we came up 
with a way to release all the air by inserting a 14 gage 
horse needle into the swim bladder releasing the air and 
they would live. We would then take the fish back into the 
lake and release them back into their environment. It was 
actually pretty cool.

PATSY HADLICH Well, I was a competitive and then 
professional figure skater with the ice follies- waaaay 
back in the day.

JOAN LIMOGES We have been married almost 54 years 
and still like each other. We met in a dentist office in 1964. 
Me an assistant and he a patient

HELEN MORTON My GGG grandfather was William 
Clark of the Lewis and Clark expedition. Outlaws Frank 
and Jesse James are my cousins

GREG HICKEY I got arrested one time. I was president 
of my fraternity house in Alabama and I went downstairs 

late at night to make sure everything was closed up. I 
decided to pee off the back porch and a lady cop busted 
me for public lewdness. My dad was not happy with me!!

BRIAN RANDALL I danced with the Mary Anthony 
Dance Theater group in NYC when I was in high school.

SUZANNE WEBER 
ECHEVARRIA 
I was once on the 
original TV show 
back in the 1950’s of 

the “Mickey Mouse Club.” Also, for the past 50 years I have 
been a “train buff” and have ridden every passenger train 
in the U.S. - over 500,000 miles.

RAY BELL I rode my bike and went kayaking today. 

continued from pg. 7
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